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A MODERN ADDITION
ADDS MORE THAN JUST SQUARE FOOTAGE

TO A MIDC

On the Pacific Ocean 1n the Outer Sunset neigh-
l)urhuud ot ‘).m | FANCISCO — 1ot as p:‘lplll aranre \I
denual areaas it mu'ht sound, because of irs hwu ;
windv climate — stand a 1949 Modernist gem 1‘-1’
a house and its sleck. separate addition, in a gar-
den that is enormous by this city’s standards. The
original house, which was designed by the archi-
tect Ernest Born for his own use, faces the ocean
dunes on a site that is three lots wide and two
deep (real estate was cheaper then). The modest
two-story wooden structure has two bedrooms,
an open kitchen and a double-height living room
that looks into the garden, which is planted with
stone pine and cypress trees,

Tom Lloyd-Butler, a hedge-fund manager who
is the house’s third owner, loved the house exactly

Photographs by Dwight Eschliman




I

) '.fr"u'f’
(o y "k "
‘ . e Ik &
.\ v

VALY ok










e - ———— === T ————— —

T i .'I-'ij' _'.l' e T v i o0 W'




as it was

essentially unchanged since Born built
it. So when he needed more space to accommo-
date his two growing sons, himselt and his part-
ner, Dan Zelen, who owns Zelen, a design store
in Los Angeles, he wanted to tread lighty. He
was introduced to Aidlin Darling Design, a local
architecture firm, by Steven Miller, who created

he comfortable, midcentury-unged interiors of
- onginal house. “Tom wanted a minimal inter-
vention in the existing house,” says Joshua Aidlin,
who designed the addition with David Darling
il'n'; \1'.u_'.r‘|d{'|! i‘[:‘ﬂﬂr\\:':\.'.

The architects came up with a freestanding
building that is connected to the existing house
it the second floor by a glass-walled bridge. The

850-square-foot addition contains a rec room

surfboard storage (this is a family of avid
irfers) on the first floor, a master bedroom and

h on the second and a family-media room on
rd; each tloor is open-plan o maximze
ight and views. On the windy ocean side, the op
tloors offer chances to check out the surf (the

ock the view from the [irst floor), while
the garden side, sliding glass doors retract
npletely, making the structure seem like a giant
rechouse. These rooms, while relatively small,
‘m much larger because of the availability of
the outdoors visually,” Aidlin explains. Indeed,
ine of the best things about the new building 1s

like the original house — occupies so

little of that ourdoors, wisely diverging from the

current bigger-is-better approach to house desiy

and remunding us that small is indeed beautiful. m




